What is claimed is: 

1 . A theft prevention system for protecting a portable electronic device, comprising: 

an acceleration sensor, an audio output device, and a controller operatively 
connected with the acceleration sensor and the audio output device, the acceleration 
sensor, the audio output, and the controller each being proximate to the portable 
electronic device, the acceleration sensor being configured to sense an acceleration of 
the portable electronic device and provide an acceleration signal to the controller upon 
detection of the acceleration, and the controller being configured to initiate the 
production of an alarm signal from the audio output based on the acceleration signal. 

2. The theft prevention system of claim 1 wherein the controller further comprises a 
frequency filter electrically connected to the acceleration sensor, the frequency filter 
being a low-pass filter configured to attenuate frequencies of the acceleration signal 
characteristic of an impact upon the portable electronic device, so as to detect 
frequencies of the acceleration signal characteristic of movement of the portable 
electronic device. 

3. The theft prevention system of claim 2 wherein the controller is further configured 
to initiate the production of the alarm signal upon detecting the frequencies of the 
acceleration signal characteristic of movement of the device. 

4. The theft prevention system of claim 1 wherein the portable electronic device 
further includes a microprocessor operatively connected with the controller and the 
audio output, the controller configured to transmit to the microprocessor a theft 
detection signal in response to receiving the acceleration signal, the microprocessor 
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configured to engage the audio output to produce the alarm signal in response to 
receipt of the theft detection signal. 

5. The theft prevention system of claim 1 wherein the microprocessor is configured 
to enter a sleep mode so as to conserve electric power, and wherein the theft detection 
signal directs the microprocessor to awaken from the sleep mode so as to engage the 
audio output to produce the alarm signal. 

6. The theft prevention system of claim 1 wherein the portable electronic device 
further comprises a visual output device operatively connected with the controller, the 
controller further configured to initiate the broadcast of a visual alarm message from 
the visual output device upon receiving the acceleration signal. 

7. The theft prevention system of claim 6 wherein the controller is further configured 
to display a visual warning on the visual output device, the visual warning a warning 
against theft of the portable electronic device. 

8. The theft prevention system of claim 6 wherein the controller is further configured 
to display a graphical user interface for a user of the portable electronic device to 
initiate or configure the detection of the acceleration. 

9. A portable electronic device having a system for protecting against theft, 
comprising: 

a housing of the portable electronic device; 
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an acceleration sensor proximate to the housing and configured to detect an 
acceleration of the portable electronic device; 
an output device; and 

a controller operatively connected with the acceleration sensor and configured 
to initiate the output of an alarm from the output device based on detection of the 
acceleration by the acceleration sensor. 

10. The portable electronic device of claim 9 wherein the controller further comprises 
a frequency filter electrically connected to the acceleration sensor, the frequency filter 
a low-pass filter configured to attenuate frequencies of the acceleration characteristic 
of an impact upon the portable electronic device, and to pass frequencies of the 
acceleration characteristic of movement of the portable electronic device so as to 
detect theft of the portable electronic device. 

11. The portable electronic device of claim 10 wherein the controller is further 
configured to initiate the output of the alarm upon detecting the frequencies of the 
acceleration characteristic of movement of the device. 

12. The portable electronic device of claim 9 further including a microprocessor 
electrically connected to the controller and the output device, the controller 
configured to transmit to the microprocessor a theft detection signal in response to 
detection of the acceleration by the acceleration sensor, the microprocessor 
configured to engage the output device to output the alarm in response to receipt of 
the theft detection signal. 
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13. The portable electronic device of claim 9 wherein the microprocessor is 
configured to enter a sleep mode so as to conserve electric power, and wherein the 
theft detection signal directs the microprocessor to awaken from the sleep mode so as 
to engage the output device to output the alarm. 

14. The portable electronic device of claim 9 wherein the output device is an audio 
output device proximate to the housing and operatively connected with the controller, 
the controller further configured to initiate the output of an audible alarm message 
from the audio output device upon detection of the acceleration by the acceleration 
sensor. 

15. The portable electronic device of claim 9 wherein the output device is a visual 
output device proximate to the housing and operatively connected with the controller, 
the controller further configured to initiate the output of a visual alarm message from 
the visual output device upon detection of the acceleration by the acceleration sensor. 

16. The portable electronic device of claim 15 wherein the controller is further 
configured to display a visual warning on the visual output device, the visual warning 
a warning against theft of the portable electronic device. 

17. The portable electronic device of claim 15 wherein the controller is further 
configured to display a graphical user interface for a user of the portable electronic 
device to initiate or configure the detection of the acceleration. 
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18. The portable electronic device of claim 9 further including a microprocessor 
operatively connected with the acceleration sensor and the output device, wherein the 
microprocessor includes the controller. 

19. A method of protecting a portable electronic device against theft, comprising: 

monitoring the portable electronic device so as to generate an acceleration 
signal corresponding to an acceleration of the portable electronic device, the 
acceleration signal having frequency characteristics of movement of the portable 
electronic device; 

filtering the acceleration signal so as to isolate the frequencies characteristic of 
movement of the device; 

comparing the acceleration signal to a frequency profile so as to determine a 
metric measuring a correspondence between the frequency profile and the frequency 
characteristics of movement of the device; and 

generating an alarm based upon the metric. 

20. The method of claim 19 wherein the generating further comprises generating an 
audible alarm. 

21. The method of claim 19 wherein the generating further comprises generating a 
visual alarm. 

22. The method of claim 19 further comprising displaying a visual warning against 
theft of the portable electronic device. 
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23. The method of claim 19 further comprising displaying a graphical user interface 
configured to allow a user of the portable electronic device to initiate or configure the 
monitoring. 

24. The method of claim 19 further comprising updating the frequency profile from 
time to time. 

25. A computer readable memory including at least computer instructions for 
directing an electronic system to provide theft protection, comprising: 

a first set of computer instructions to acquire an acceleration signal 
corresponding to an acceleration of the electronic system, the acceleration signal 
having frequencies characteristic of movement of the device; 

a second set of computer instructions to process the acceleration signal so as to 
isolate the frequencies characteristic of movement of the device; 

a third set of computer instructions to compare the acceleration signal to a 
frequency profile so as to determine a metric measuring a correspondence between the 
frequency profile and the frequencies characteristic of movement of the device; and 

a fourth set of computer instructions to initiate the production of an alarm 
based upon the metric. 

26. The computer readable memory of claim 25 further comprising a fifth set of 
computer instructions to initiate the display of a graphical user interface configured to 
allow a user of the portable electronic device to initiate the execution of the first set of 
computer instructions. 
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27. The computer readable memory of claim 26 wherein the fifth set of computer 
instructions further includes computer instructions to initiate the display of a graphical 
user interface configured to allow the user to configure the fourth set of computer 
instructions to initiate the production of an audible alarm. 

28. The computer readable memory of claim 26 wherein the fifth set of instructions 
further includes computer instructions to initiate the display of a graphical user 
interface configured to allow the user to configure the fourth set of computer 
instructions to initiate the production of an audible alarm at a specified volume. 

29. The computer readable memory of claim 26 wherein the fifth set of computer 
instructions further includes computer instructions to initiate the display of a graphical 
user interface configured to allow the user to configure the fourth set of computer 
instructions to initiate the production of a visual alarm. 

30. The computer readable memory of claim 26 wherein the fifth set of computer 
instructions further includes computer instructions to initiate the display of a graphical 
user interface configured to allow the user to specify a sensitivity level at which the 
acceleration signal is acquired. 

31. The computer readable memory of claim 26 wherein the fifth set of computer 
instructions further includes computer instructions to initiate the display of a graphical 
user interface configured to allow the user to specify a visual warning message to be 
displayed by the portable electronic device. 
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32. The computer readable memory of claim 26 wherein the fifth set of computer 
instructions further includes computer instructions to initiate the display of a graphical 
user interface configured to allow the user to initiate the display of a reminder to 
initiate the execution of the first set of computer instructions. 

33. The computer readable memory of claim 25 further comprising a fifth set of 
instructions to update the frequency profile. 
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